Curriculum Vitae:
Ross Thompson

Personal details:

Full Name: 
Ross Keith Arnold Thompson 



Title:
Revd. Dr.

Born:

24th November 1953

Surbiton, Surrey

Married: 
to Judith:


1st April 1978

          
(no children)

Nationality:
British




Education:

Secondary:


1965-72
County Grammar School,
9 0 Levels
(6 As, 3 Cs)



Godalming, Surrey
3 A levels:
English
(A)





Greek
(C)



History
(B)

Graduate:


1972-5
University of Sussex
B.A. in Philosophy        
1st Class Hons.

Postgraduate:


1976-80
University of Bristol          

Ph.D. in Department of Theology





(supervisor: Dr Denys Turner)


Title: "Objectivity and Religious Symbol"                        
awarded 1982

Ordination:


1980-2
College of the Resurrection Mirfield        Ordained deacon 1982, priest 1983


Employment:

1975-6 
British Rail:
Railman, Guildford Station


1982-5:
Assistant Curate, Knowle Team Ministry, Bristol


Modern Catholic, embracing Totterdown - Victorian terraces, largely working class, including large Afro-Caribbean and Muslim population & mosque - and Knowle, large Victorian housing, mainly middle class 

1985.1994 Team Vicar of St Aidan's in East Bristol Team Ministry


Moderately Catholic parish of inner-suburban 1930s and 1960s housing, lower middle-to-working class, within a loose-knit team.  Congregation had dwindled to elderly core, through outreach to families and church based organisations, we helped build up a vibrant and viable congregation.

1985.1995 Vicar of St Aidan with St George


St Aidan’s was set up as an independent church amalgamated with St George, when the latter closed.

1995-2002
Vicar of St Barnabas, Knowle and Holy Cross, Inns Court

Churches of mixed Catholic / Evangelical / Charismatic traditions! Covering the well-known U.P.A. council estate of Knowle West, mainly monochrome estate of attractively built 1930s housing  with severe problems of drugs, vandalism and crime. Within Knowle West Covenant, including also Baptists, Roman Catholic, Methodist and Church of God of Prophecy. Anglican team includes two assistant priests (one of them my wife!) and an administrator.

2002-4
Director of Systematic Theology and Research, St Michael’s College, Llandaff

Preparing course modules, delivering lectures, personally tutoring students, and other college duties at a college preparing students for ministry in the Anglican and Methodist Churches, and at the School of Theology and Religious Studies, Cardiff University, I taught modules on the Christian Doctrine of God, Church, Ministry and Sacraments, Eschatology, Christian Ethics and the Christian Spiritual Tradition.  I helped develop and established the new diploma course in Christian Spirituality and Spiritual Direction, assisted in course redesign for the new BTh, and participated in Cardiff's Meanings of Genetics project, co-ordinated by Dr Yulia Egorovna.  

Current:
Freelance Theological Writer

See current publications, at end

Leisure Interests:

walking 


travel


wine and beer brewing

wildlife and other gardening
computer artwork
painting

aromatherapy


reading


Voluntary and Special Posts: 

1985:

Lecture Course on 'The Myth of God Incarnate' for Bristol University Extra-Mural Department.

1985-7

Lecturer in Modern Theology, Bath College of Higher Education

1986-2000
Tutor for Southern Dioceses' Ministerial Training Scheme

1987-1993   
Lecturer in Doctrine for Bristol School of Ministry

1988-90
Governor, St Michaels Two Mile Hill Junior School

1988-now
Spiritual Director (following training course)

1989-94
ABM External Assessor of Pastoral Studies at Trinity Theological College 

1990-95
Governor, Air Balloon Hill Junior School

199l

Three day seminar on 'Holy Ground' for Exeter clergy in-service training 

1982-5
            Chair, East Bristol Council of Churches

1983-4

Enabler of discussion of the Bishops' Report on Human Sexuality, 
in deanery chapters and PCCs in the diocese. 

1993 on
Bristol/Swindon steering committee for Affirming Catholicism

1994

Retreat Conductor at Glastonbury: the Vision, the Silence and the Song

1996-8

Chair, Inns Court Resource Centre (church based community project)

1998-2000 
Chair, Mede Centre Steering Group (pioneering development of ‘Mede Community Centre, a new church and community complex based on Resource Centre)

1999-2001
Member, then Chair, Ethics Advisory Group for Centre for 
Reproductive Medicine, University of Bristol

2000 on
Board member, Knowle West Development Trust

2000 on
Chair, Barnabas Centre Steering Group (setting up church based project)

1999-2000
Founding member, Merrywood Action Group (campaigning against closure of secondary school)

2000 on
Founding member of Steering Group, Park Centre for Lifelong Learning (set up following closure of school)

2001-2

Chair, Bristol Theological Society

2002
Lecturer, West of England Ministerial Training Scheme

2007
Helped organise and lead ‘Buddha-Mind and the Kingdom of God’ on Holy Island Aran.

2008
Led Parish Retreat Week on Spirituality in Season at Glastonbury.

Publications:


Articles

1983 
Liturgy, Mystery or Mystification?                     
Liturgy and Change

Mar 1984
Male and Female in Christ's Priestly Dance     
Theology

Jan  1987
A Strategy for Engagement  (a response to Tiller)
Theology

Apr 1989  
What kind of Relativism?
New Blackfriars

Jan  1992  
Immanence Unknown: Graham Ward and the neo-Pagans

Theology

Oct 1992  
Scientific and Religious Understanding
The Way

Mar 1994 
Christian Initiation as a Trinitarian Process
Theology

Sep 1996

European Theology since the Enlightenment
course module for Southern Dioceses Ministerial Training Scheme

May, 2002

Postmodernism and the Trinity – how to be postmodern and post-Barthian too.
New Blackfriars

July 2002

From Illumination to Polyphony – beyond the paradigm of central light:  paper for presentation at conference, Illumination: reason, revelation and science

July/Aug 2004
Academic Learning and Ministerial Formation: toward a contemplative approach



Theology

Books 
– published:

1990
Holy Ground: the Spirituality of Matter

SPCK

1999
Is there an Anglican Way? 




DLT
- Scripture, Church and Tradition in a new perspective.    


2006
SCM Studyguide to the Sacraments


SCM

2008
SCM Studyguide to Christian Spirituality


SCM
(with Gareth Williams)

2008
SCM Studyguide to Theological Reflection


SCM
(main author Judith Thompson; co authored with Stephen Pattison and myself)

2008
Spirituality in Season: Growing through the Christian Year








Canterbury Press

2009 (due)
Emptied Heaven: a Buddhist Way of following Christ
O Books

